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Applicant Information Guide 

Kennedys Group ‘a better way’ Community Grant 

The Kennedys Group ‘a better way’ community grant is an annual program that supports local community-based 
organisations, charities and social enterprises working to improve the wellbeing of our communities. 

Our grants are a fundamental part of our community support and reflect our commitment to supporting the wellbeing 
of the community across our three branch locations: Williamstown, Geelong and Dandenong. 

Through our community grant program, we fund initiatives focused on community wellbeing across three focus areas: 

• Mental health 
• Men’s health 
• Vulnerable and disadvantaged community members 

Grant structure 

Commencing in September 2026, each of our three branch locations will award one longer-term partnership with the 
potential for transformative local change in the community, that focuses on our priority areas of mental health, men’s 
health and supporting vulnerable and disadvantaged community members.  Strategic partnership grants are awarded 
up to $15,000 and distributed at a maximum of $5,000.00 per year for a period of 3 years. 

Key Dates 

Applications open: 1 September 

Applications close: 30 September 
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Focus Areas 

Applications will be assessed on how they address the focus areas in the community, outlined in the table below.   

Focus Area Description 

Mental health support Programs to create awareness, reduce stigma, and provide intervention programs to 
support isolation, anxiety, depression, and suicide prevention. 
 
E.g. mental health advocacy and education, support groups, inclusive wellbeing 
activities, capacity building to support mental health initiatives. 

Men’s health Programs that create awareness, or educate on men’s health, promote behaviour 
change, or provide support for health issues facing men. 
 
E.g. men’s health advocacy and education, inclusive wellbeing activities, medical and 
clinical support for men’s health issues, social work pertaining to men’s health. 

Vulnerable and 
disadvantaged 
community members 

Programs that promote social, emotional, or physical outcomes for vulnerable and/or 
disadvantaged groups in the community. 
 
E.g. cancer prevention screenings, single parent support programs, peer support 
programs for social inclusion, programs for at-risk youth, community-based housing 
shelters, programs addressing homelessness and/or food insecurity, training or support 
programs for at-risk groups. 

 

Eligibility Criteria 

Organisations that wish to apply must address one or more of the following focus areas that contribute to community 
wellbeing: 

• Mental health support 
• Men’s health 
• Support for vulnerable and disadvantaged community members 

To be eligible to receive a Kennedys Group ‘a better way’ community grant, organisations must meet all of the 
following criteria: 

• The application is submitted by a charity, community organisation or social enterprise, or an individual on 
behalf of an organisation that meets these criteria and can demonstrate they are authorised by the 
organisation to submit the application on their behalf. 

• The organisation’s request for funding is for activities that will take place in the region of the Dandenong, 
Geelong, or Williamstown communities. 

• The application clearly articulates the potential impact on the community. 
• The activities outlined in the grant application can be delivered within 36 months from the grant 

disbursement date. 
• The application includes a budget or details on how the grant funding would be spent if the application were 

successful. 
• The organisation exercises the required governance procedures and is compliant with all relevant legal and 

financial obligations. 
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Assessment Criteria 

Applications will be assessed against the assessment criteria framework outlined in the table below. 

Assessment Criteria Description 

Need The severity of the need for the initiative in the community. 

Impact The ability to demonstrate the impact the initiative would have on addressing the issue 
in the community. 

Innovation How innovative the initiative or program is at addressing the focus area.  For example, 
trying something that hasn’t been done before or approaching the problem in ‘a better 
way’. 

Collaboration How collaborative the initiative is with other community organisations, local groups, or 
local community members, to address the overarching issue. 

Sustainability The ability to demonstrate long-term sustainability of the proposed initiative. 
 

Grant Review Process 

• Each application is reviewed and assessed by an elected panel from Kennedys Group within 2 weeks of the 
application close period.  

• Shortlisted Applicants will be invited to participate in a panel interview with Kennedys Group representatives 
within 4 weeks of the application close period. 

• Successful Applicants will be notified via phone and email of their successful application within 6 weeks of the 
application close period. 

• Unsuccessful Applicants will be notified via email within 6 weeks of the application close period.  

Before You Apply 

1. Review the eligibility and assessment criteria to help you prepare your submission. 
2. Have details regarding the specific opportunity you are asking for funding for, including timelines and budget. 
3. If you are applying on behalf of a not-for-profit, community organisation or social enterprise, have permission 

to apply from the organisation you are seeking to support. 

How To Apply 

All charities, community organisations and social enterprises wishing to apply must complete the application form on 
the Kennedys Group website. 
 

https://kennedysgroup.com.au/communities/
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